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The Central Intelligence 
Agency “unlawfully ex- 
ceeded” its authority by spy- 
ing on thousands of Ameri- 
cans in this country under a 
highly secret program code 
named “Operation Chaos.” 

President Ford’s CIA com- 
mission, in findings revealed 
yesterday, disclosed that the 
agency spread such a wide 
net in this “improper” oper- 
ation that the names of 3C0,- 
000 Americans and their or- 
ganizations ended up in a 
computerized index. 

Within that 300,000 total, 
the report said, the CIA de- 
veloped 7,200 separate 

• “personality files on citizens 
of the United States.” 

The original orjective for 
Operation Chaos, the report 

• noted, was to see if foreign 
nations were behind some 
of the antiwar demonstra- 
tions and other dissident 
activities in the United 
States. 


But,- the commission said, 
the operation ran out of 
control during its six-year 
bureaucratic life— from Au- 
gust, 1967, to March, 1974- 
surveillance beyond the 
agency’s charter. 

“Although the stated 
purpose of the operation 
was to determine whetlyr 
there were any foreign 
contacts with American dis- 
sident groups,” the com- 
mission concluded, “it re- 
sulted in the accumulation 
of considerable material on 
domestic 'dissidents and 
their activities. 

“The accumulation of do- 
mestic data in the opera- 
tion exceeded . what was 
reasonably required,” the 
commission continued, “and 
thus was improper.” 

“Some domestic activities 
of Operation Chaos unlaw- 
fully exceeded the CIA’s 
statutory authority,” the 
commission concluded, 
“even though the declared 
mission of gathering intel- 


ligence abroad as to - foreign 
influence on domestic dis- 
sident activities was proper.” 
Richard M. Helms, direct- 
or of the CIA from 1966 to 
1973, issued a statement on 
Dec. 24, 1974, that “categor- 
agency while under his direc- 
tion -conducted “illegal 
domestic operations” against 
war protesters. 

The commission report 
summarizes testimony it 
heard that alleged that Helms 
played a direct role in 
Operation Chaos — even to 
issuing a directive ordering 
CIA field executives wor- 
ried about going beyond 
their charter to cooperate. 

The report supports past 
statements by James J. 
Angleton, former head of 
CIA’s counterintelligence 
operations, that he did not 
run any special group spy- 
ing on Americans. 

Said the report: 

‘The available evidence 
indicates that the chief of 
counterintelligence had little 



JAMES J. ANGLETON 
. . . “little connection” 

connection with the actual 
operations of Chaos. ' J 
"According to a CIA 
memorandum in May, 1969, 


Director Helms specifically 
instructed the chief of the 
operation [Chaos] to refrain 
from disclosing part of his 
activities to the counter- 
intelligence chief.” 

Helms himself, the report 
said, told the commission 
“that he could recall no spe- 
cific directions he gave to 
the Choas group chief to re- 
port directly to him. . . .” 

•v Former President Johnson 
provided the initial impetus 
for Operation Choas in 1967 
when he asked the CIA to 
investigate whether foreign 
-influences were bhind ra- 
cial disorders in the United 
States. 

The CIA responded by 
‘ setting up a special team 
eventually sealed off from 
the rest of the government 
in what the report called a 
“vaulted basement area.” 

The CIA reported it could 
find no foreign connection 
.with.radal and eantiwar dis- 
turbances in the United 
States but was given more 


presidential assignments 
that pushed the agency 
deeper into domestic sur- 
veillance. 

One CIA paper entitled 
"restless Youth," the report 
said, “concluded that the 
motivations underlying stu- 
dent radicalism arose from 
social and political aliena- 
tion at home and not from 
conspiratorial activity mater 
( minded from abroad.” 

Helms, in delivering an- 
other version of that paper 
to Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger on Feb. 18, 
1969, attached a memoran- 
dum which said student un- 
rest is “not within , the char- 
ter of this agency” and 
“would prove embarrassing” 
should “anyone learn of its 
existence." 

Tom Charles Huston, staff 
assistant to President Nixon, 
wrote the CIA on June 20, 
1969 that Nixon wanted the 
agency to prepare a report 
“on foreign communist sup- 
port of revolutionary protest 
movements in this country.” 



